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  Waves Of Love From Jim 
 

Is not religion all deeds and all reflection, and that which is neither 
deed nor reflection, but a wonder and a surprise ever springing in the soul.  
Who can separate faith from actions, or belief from occupations? Your daily 
life is your temple and your religion.   - Kahlil Gibran, The Prophet 

 
For the past several Sundays in September, I shared that I’m 

passionate about growth…your growth.  Specifically, growth through a 
deeper understanding of what many call God Within you, or in non-church 
language, realizing who you are at the deepest level.  How do you define a 
God Within?  Where do your deepest personal experiences lead you on a 
journey through a God Within, Between and Beyond? The God Within calls us 
to own and experience the responsibility of the spirit and love within us that 
makes us creators of our own reality.  The God Between is the understanding 
capacity to see in the face of another a reflection of life, a reflection of 
ourselves, a reflection of love.   The God Beyond is the place where we 
simply stand in awe and wonder as we celebrate the mystery of life, 

 
This is a complex issue for active religious liberals…we’re the “Deeds 

Not Creeds” people: we feed the homeless, cloth the oppressed, welcome and 
love everyone regardless of their religious, sexual or political preferences. We 
“do”, rarely allowing ourselves to just “be.” 

 
With that in mind, this October we’ll tap into the God Within through 

the filter of social activism.  During Sunday services and beyond, I invite you 
to dip down into the well of your own deepest personal experiences to 
discover what issues or causes fill you with a burning desire to do, to act, to 
make a difference in the world. What issue gets your heart pounding and your 
blood boiling? Is it Poverty? Racism? Homelessness? Sexism? Homophobia? 
War? Environmentalism?  Vegetarianism?  Put down this issue of Scope and 
just “be” for this moment.  Notice what got the strongest reaction from your 
deepest source, then ask yourself why.  
 

See “Waves” page  5………... 
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The Gift of Time 
 
Step Right Up!  Sign on the dotted line!  Many hands make light work!  Yep, you 
guessed it, its time for the annual (OK, more than annual) appeal for your time and 
talents. 
 

There are a number of opportunities coming up in the near future, for short term 
volunteerism that can actually be fun.  Short term projects give us an opportunity to 
meet new people or develop deeper relationships with those we already know while 
building our community. 
 

For Halloween, join the Ministry on Ministry or MOM as they are affectionately 
known, for the annual intergenerational pumpkin carving which will be held after 
service on Sunday, October 30th.  This is a great opportunity to have fun and get to 
know the children of our congregation better.  We need donations of pumpkins and 
refreshments as well as adults willing to assist the little ones in preparing their 
pumpkins to take home.  Contact McKell Morehead for more information. 
 

In November, we hold a Thanksgiving dinner for members and friends who either 
don’t want to hassle of cooking and cleaning up an entire meal, or who don’t have 
family or friends nearby to share the holiday-as well as the occasional eater of 
multiple Thanksgiving meals.  All are welcome.  Last year we included UU’s from 
the Clearwater congregation and not only was there great food and company, but 
entertainment as well.  Sally Carville and Mike Nashlenas are co-chairing this year’s 
efforts.  Participants contribute to the collective meal as well as assist with set up 
and clean-up.  If you have a talent to share with the group let our chair persons 
know. Advance reservations are requested so that we know how much food will be 
needed.  You will be asked to specify the items you are brining to share, and of 
course we always welcome “tell me what you still need” to make sure the meal is 
well rounded. 
 

In December, we begin with our annual “Hanging of the Greens” where we decorate 
the sanctuary for the winter holidays.  This is a great family oriented event.  Holiday 
music and refreshments help set the stage (both literally and figuratively) while we 
decorate the pews and put up the tree.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 
We are also holding a FUNdraising concert featuring Emma’s Revolution on 
Saturday December 3rd at 8 p.m.  Lots of short term volunteer opportunities are 
available before the event as well as the evening of the event.  Everyone can 
participate in promoting the concert to their friends, by personal invitation, posting 
the event on their Facebook page, and hanging up posters.  On the evening of the 
event we still need several volunteers to assist with merchandise sales, refreshment 
sales, ushers, and selling tickets at the door.  See me or Nancy Clark, Endowment 
Board Chair for more information.  Tickets will be on sale soon- $18 in advance and 
$22 at the door.   Our goal is to sell 300 tickets- help us get there.  We will also be 
accepting donations of underwear and socks for the children of migrant farm 
workers at the concert to add to our annual drive. 

See “President” page 5……. 
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Standing on the Side of Love with Immigrant Families 
Share the Plate Sunday – October 23rd  
One half of the non-pledge portion of that Sunday’s collection will be used to purchase new underwear and socks for the children of 
migrant farm workers. This is part of this congregation’s involvement in a Holiday Gift Distribution for over 700 children living in 
migrant camps in the Plant City area.  
 
If you prefer to purchase packets of these basic necessities for these children – please place them in the bin labeled: Holiday Gift 
Distribution – Undies and Socks by the Social Justice bulletin board in Gilmour Hall.  
 
Though the event does not take place until December 17th, we have to begin collecting for it now in order to provide for all of those 
children.  There are many ways to support this incredible project – contact Karen Coale at 898-8038 or kcoale@tampabay.rr.com for 
more details. 
Thank YOU for your generosity! 
 

Immigration As A Moral Issue Workshops 
Using the UUA developed curriculum we will dialogue on and explore the complexities of today’s immigration landscape. 
 
The schedule and topics for the five remaining workshops are: 
October 2nd: The History of Immigration 

October 16th: Economics of Immigration 

November 6th: Security, Enforcement, and Human Rights 

November 13th: Who Benefits from a Broken System? 

December 4th: Seeking Solutions 
 
The workshops will be offered after service and coffee (12:30pm). You may attend one, several or all – depending on your interest in 
the topic being covered and your availability.  
 
Lunch will be provided if you sign-up in advance. But please, please do let us know if you plan on attending, as we need a count for 
handouts and food. Childcare can also be arranged.  Please leave a message at kcoale@tampabay.rr.com or 898-8038.  
 
We are holding these workshops this fall because the Florida legislative session begins in early January, 2012; and we expect punitive 
immigration bills to be presented again in the upcoming  
 

Clothing for Migrant Children  
Farmworker Families will soon be returning to our area. For the past several years this congregation has supported these families by 
donating gently used and new children’s clothing. As your kids, grandkids or neighbor’s children return to school and have no need for 
the clothes they have outgrown – please bring them to UU St Pete as they will be very appreciated by the children who live in these 
camps. They arrive here with only what they can wear or bring in a very small bag. 
 
Please place your donated clothing in the bin by the Social Justice bulletin board in Gilmour Hall. Thank YOU! Please only children’s 
clothing – as our partner organization, the National Farm Worker Ministry, has ample donations for the adults.  Contact Karen if you 
want to join us for our first trip the migrant camps on November 5th.  
 

Immigrant Photography Exhibit  
Visit the exhibit in Gilmour Hall after service today! This is the work of Mike Rissler who with his wife, Elena, began coming to UU St 
Pete last winter. Mike, who has been an immigrant in Argentina and Nicaragua, brings an interesting and unique perspective to this 
work. Mike will be available after service to answer your questions. Please stop by! 
  

Help Plan Outreach and Social Justice Actions 
The Migrant/Immigrant Ministry meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the Church Office. Help us plan outreach 
projects such as food collections, migrant camp visits and the Holiday Gift Distribution as well as social justice actions. Please join us 
on September 20th – we welcome your input.  
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 “Waves” from page 1……………. 
 

Do certain issues or causes touch some pain in your own life? Have you 
known or seen first hand the devastating effects of poverty or racism or sexism? 
Have you or someone close to you been hurt by fear and hatred? Simply become 
aware of what resonates with you. Trust your own intuition. Listen to the voice of 
your own inner wisdom. This awareness is the key to connecting with your God 
Within.  

When you access the ability to make this connection, you’ll reflect before 
you act, allowing time to tap into your deepest wisdom.  You’ll connect with your 
own deepest personal experiences, collating inner resources that inspire you to 
think creatively when dealing with challenges.  Finally, that deeper 
understanding, that intuition will encourage you to see that all of the people and 
issues of any situation are part of an interconnected web of all existence. 

 October will be ushered in with our Unitarian Universalist Association’s 
50th anniversary and will exit with a celebration of Halloween.  Between these 
bookends, we will honor national Coming Out Day, World Veggie Day, share 
with two guest speakers, and host another UU 101 class for those who wish to 
take their journeys with us.  We’ll do this work in the same spirit and for the same 
reasons we do all that we do in life…to bring Dignity, Meaning, Worth and 
Joy to all our days.  Waves of love. 

Pastoral Care Ministry 
 

The Pastoral Care Ministry has resumed meeting on the first Sunday of the 
month.  New members are always welcome so please consider joining the current 
group, currently numbering about eight.  Visitation and other contacts are 
being made on both a regular and as needed basis.  On Wednesday, October 19, 
from 10:00 to 12:00, Pastoral Care will host a Health Fair in Gilmour Hall, in 
collaboration with Freedom Square.  Up to 20 vendors are anticipated for many 
free services and the new Hospice Mobile Unit will be in the parking lot for 
visitors to inspect.  All are welcome to the Health Fair and we look forward to 
serving the congregation in this manner.  In faith and love, Alec  

“President” from page 2…... 
 

Our “High Coffee” Sunday in December welcomes all your yummy holiday 
baked goods to share.  The Hospitality Ministry needs volunteers to help put out 
all the luscious treats as well as people to contribute to the bounty.  Speaking of 
which, Hospitality offers volunteer opportunities EVERY Sunday.  Come in early 
and make the coffee (don’t worry, there are directions), donate a food item for 
coffee and conversation hour, help load the dishwasher and empty the trash.  It is 
one of those things that “magically” happen each week-except it isn’t so magical.  
We have a small, and I mean small, corps of dedicated people who make sure we 
have the coffee to drink while we converse.  Please consider helping out with this 
all year round. 
 

Mike Nashlenas returns to his role of co-chair for the Christmas dinner along with 
Laurie Clement-they will help make our days merry and bright- with your help, of 
course. In Service,  Teresa Kelly� 
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Happenings and Events 

October 
Celebrations 

 

Anniversaries 
 

10th--Bill & Sally Wallace 
29th--Peter Hood &  
Jennifer Parramore 

 

Birthdays  
 

1st--Mark MacNeill 
4th--Mary Sayers 
13th--Molly Davis 
25th--Jim Dillon 

A Month of Sundays 
�

2nd---”Celebrating Our First Fifty Years” Join Alec UUs the world 
over for the 'birthday bash. 
 

9th---”National Coming Daze?” Jim discusses the prospective of this 
annual event. 
 

16th---World Veggie Day---TBA 
 

23th---”Running Toward Myself” LeAnn Kahl from Spirit of Life 
church discusses personal relationships. 
 

30th---”Is It Spooky to Explore Our Dark Side?” Jim reveals what 
Halloween and Election day have in common. 

Treasurers report 
 
August was a tough month financially for UU St. Pete, as our expenses outpaced our income. 
This occurred in part because we had some unusually large expenses, particularly our utility bills. The AC got 
a workout as we sought to provide a comfortable environment for the American Stage campers who called our 
facility home for eight weeks.  
On a more positive note, we are seeing healthy income from renting our property and pledge collections are 
keeping pace with the budget. Thanks to those who are making regular pledge payments as it ensures we can 
pay the bills each month! 
Here’s a summary of Augusts' financial activity, not including money collected for Social Justice and other 
designated funds. 
 
Total revenue: $11,032 Total expenses: $18,306 
Pledges: $6,357 Compensation: $10,535 
Regular monthly Endowment contribution: $2,942 Program expenses: $596 
Building use: $992 Building & grounds expenses: $6,888 
Sunday services: $627 Other expenses: $287 
Other income: $114 
 
Any questions? I’ll be glad to try to answer them. 
Margie Manning, Treasurer  

Notice of Town Hall meeting  
 
Sunday October 9 at 12:30 in the Sanctuary.  This is you opportunity to hear about what the Board is 
working on, and share your thoughts and ideas.  Everyone is welcome, you do not need to be a member to 
attend.  

�
��	�	
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It is both exciting and heartening when I talk with Florida UUs and learn they are working successfully in their 
congregations on social justice issues and have as a congregational goal, record-breaking attendance at Justice 
General Assembly (GA) 2012. When we go to Phoenix next June we will be joining hands and hearts with 
local congregations and partner groups to increase our capacity to be a significant force for justice all through 
our UUA. Workshops will focus on justice issues and ways to organize in our communities, with significant 
focus on immigration problems. Also of course there will be excellent worship services and wonderful 
speakers.  
 
Background: We know our current immigration system is not working. About eleven million undocumented 
immigrants are living and working within the U.S. borders without a way to get to citizenship. Rights are 
violated by unjust raids and detentions. Families wait years, sometimes decades, to be reunited due to 
tremendous visa backlogs. Our nation’s focus on enforcement-only policies and militarization of the border 
has led to much suffering, human rights abuses and sometimes death. 
 
One of the immigrant groups with whom we are in partnership is Puente Arizona. Puente AZ is part of a global 
movement for migrant justice and human rights. This is a grassroots community-based group that promotes 
justice, non-violence, interdependence and human dignity. Puente AZ works to empower the community and 
build relationships by working collaboratively with various organizations and individuals.  
 
Also we have been invited to enter into partnership with the National Day Laborers Organizing Network 
(NDLON). NDLON is committed to improving the lives of day laborers in the U.S., and works to unify and 
strengthen its member organizations to be more strategic and effective in their efforts to develop leadership, 
mobilize, and organize day laborers. NDLON fosters safer more humane environments for day laborers, both 
men and women and helps them to earn a living, contribute to society, and be integrated into the community. 
 
The General Assembly Planning Committee (GAPC), the GA 2012 Accountability Group, UUA 
Administration, and the Board of Trustees are committed to fulfilling the GA 2010 Resolution for a Justice 
GA. We are counting on our UUA congregations to be involved during the next nine months in preparation for 
Phoenix. Contact me with questions, concerns, and Board governance business. I am “listening”.  
 
jlund@uua.org or 813-931-9727  
 

UUA Trustee Tidbits from Joan Lund 

UU NOTABLE NEWS            
GREAT AMERICAN EVENTS / UNIVERSALISTS 
Free Online Literature Available Worldwide on Six Continents 
GEORGE HUNTSTON WILLIAMS 
Renewing Religion at Harvard 
  
Link:  http://www.scribd.com/full/53565322?access_key=key-1x7so9hin98ojrhhig6t 
  
  
Rev. Herbert Vetter, Director                           http://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org  

�
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Key mUUsical Themes From A Person Of Note 
 

FEE!  FI!  FO!  FUM! 
To continue having fun and growing together in community through the process of acting, singing and 

generally clowning around, we welcome adults, youth and children to join the cast of our next 
intergenerational musical, Beanstalk.  This church year, we’ll come together in community to present one  
musical in the Spring, with rehearsals beginning in November.  To begin this process, I ask everyone of every 
age to gather up by the piano in the sanctuary immediately after our service on October 16 for a sign up.  
We’ll briefly read a scene, sing a song and finish in time for you to participate in any of our 12:30 activities.  
No experience necessary…just a willingness to connect with others as we use musical theatre to make 
connections between. 

Beanstalk is a take-off of the 1807 fairy tale Jack and the Beanstalk…but with a U.U. twist.  Included 
in the cast are Jack-ie, her Mother, a Bean Seller (think Foghorn Leghorn), the Giant, the giant’s butler 
Geeves, the old bag of gold, the gold egg laying Henny (Youngman?), and Harpo (Marx?), plus a huge cast of 
villagers and children.  Nine scenes of UU messages, 9 songs and tons of schtick all add to the fun as our 
special place here in St. Pete will host our 6th intergenerational musical. 

 
Waves of love, 

 
Jim  
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In support of our ministers theme of growth from within, the Congregational Life Ministry is offering 
the following programs for the remainder of the Congregational Calendar (June 30, 2012) ��
�	��
�
��������	���	�� �is a continuation of the "Awakening to Life" mindfulness course offered earlier this 
year by the Florida Community of Mindfulness (FCM) at UU St. Pete. A monthly meditation will be held in 
Gilmour Hall of UU St. Pete from 7:00pm to 8:30pm on the fourth Tuesday of each month. (Sep. 27th, Oct. 
25th, and Nov. 22nd, etc) . The class will consist of a 20-25 minute sitting meditation and a 10 minute walking 
meditation. After the meditation there will be a reading. Discussion and sharing will follow. The class is open 
to all who are interested in experiencing meditation and improving their mindfulness. 

��
Covanent Groups – A chance for spiritual growth and friendship. On the third Monday of the month 
(Oct.17th, Nov. 21st, Dec.19th, etc) 7:00 a Covenant Group session will be held at Dave and Karen Coale’s 
house, 111 26th Ave NE in St. Petersburg. Our Covenant Groups are relationship groups designed to build -- in 
the midst of our growing, diverse membership -- centers of trust and friendship that remain closely connected 
to our church community. In other words, we get to know each other -- really know each other. Our groups 
consist of a facilitator and co-facilitator, with up to 12 people, that meet once a month. If more than 12 attend, 
we will break into two separate groups for deeper sharing. Our format is to have a chalice lighting followed by 
an opening reading. There is then a check-in period during which time each person is asked to briefly state, if 
they so choose, what is going on in their life. This is followed by a discussion of a particular topic, usually 
punctuated with a series of questions. The focus is more on sharing than on debating. Then there is a very 
quick check-out, a closing reading, and finally the extinguishing of the chalice.��

A second group will be forming later this year and will be held on a different day of the week and perhaps a 
different time. Stayed tuned to the InfoNet and Church Bulletin for more details. Meanwhile if you have 
questions or plan to participate, please see Dave or Karen Coale after service, or contact them at 727-898-8038 
or dcoale@tampabay.rr.com.  

�
��	"	



Religious Education Report 
 
Last month, our R.E. column discussed early stages of morality. This month, I bring you an example of a 
“textbook” ethical dilemma. If you're already familiar with it, skip ahead to write an extra credit essay on the 
topic, “Waves of Love: When Valence Electrons Form Affectionate Covalent Bonds.” 
 
The “Heinz Dilemma” story goes like this: A woman was near death from a specific cancer. There was one 
drug that might save her. It was a form of radium that a druggist in the same town had recently discovered. 
The drug was expensive to make, but the druggist was charging ten times what the drug cost him to produce. 
He paid $200 for the radium, and charged $2,000 for a small dose. The woman's husband, Heinz, went to 
everyone he knew to borrow the money, but could only raise $1,000. He asked the druggist to let him pay later. 
But the druggist said: "No, I discovered the drug and I'm going to make money from it." So Heinz got 
desperate and broke into the man's store to steal the drug. Was it right for Heinz to do this? Why or why not?” 

 
Those who study children's answers aren't as interested in the “Yes/No” component as they are in the 
REASONING involved in reaching it. Child psychologists have determined that we go through several 
stages of moral development. (Differing schools of thought give them different numbers and names.) 
 
Children in earlier stages, 5 – 10, are most likely to exhibit self-interest: the No's cite “fear of 
consequences” (“Heinz will go to jail”), while the Yesses cite “personal happiness” (“Even if he goes 
to jail, he'll want his wife to live.”) Children in the 'tween range are more likely to view it from an 
absolutist/conformist standpoint. The No children cited “Breaking laws is always wrong,” whereas the 
Yes children cited “He must be a good husband.” Older tweens and teens discussed things in subtler 
terms. They cited principles of human rights (“Yes: Heinz's wife has a right to live,” or “No: The 
druggist has a right to name his price”). Older children also brought up universal ethics, either in terms 
of “Yes: her need supersedes law,” or “No: there are others who might need the drug more.” 
 
What we, as religious educators, ought to be interested in is the prevailing force during each stage. At 
each stage of moral development, a child's focus will be centered around slightly different concepts. As 
their grasp of “shades of gray” matures, and as their ability to reason cognitively improves, the 
reasoning behind their Yes or No answer will move from the individual (fear of prison) to much 
broader vistas (the overall human experience). 
 
As Unitarian Universalists, we certainly do have respect for opinions other than our own. What would 
your answer have been in second grade? Eighth? Twelfth? As one educates R.E. kids, they might 
express moral opinions that don't precisely mesh up with one's own. Understanding the child's process 
of reasoning behind that Yes or No answer is a big step towards growing a U.U. student who will 
someday be reasoning with a fully-functional set of adult morals. 
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Pumpkin Carving 
 

This year's pumpkin carving falls conveniently after service on Sunday, October 30 -- the day before 
Halloween. It's always lots of fun for all ages. We're expecting a great turnout. 
 
Bring a pumpkin, bring the kids (or kids at heart), and be creative! We will meet upstairs in the Southwest 
room.  
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UU Church Memorial Garden 
 
Our Memorial Garden is located at the Arlington Avenue entrance to the church. Ashes may be interred there 
and names placed on the memorial plaque. Such requests may be made through the office administrator. The 
cost for the memorial is $300, which includes an inscribed nameplate and perpetual care of the garden.  

First Sunday Lunches Cancelled 
 
Hospitality Committee took a vote and decided that we will no longer have First Sunday Lunches. We have 
had trouble getting sufficient contributions of hot and cold foods. Also, space seems to be a problem. 
 

Volunteers and Donations Needed For Coffee Hour 
 
We need volunteers to help on Sundays and also some cakes or snacks brought in for coffee hour. Please 
come by the kitchen on a Sunday and see Pat or email ppassarello@tampabay.rr.com if interested. 
Thank you for your help and understanding. 
Hospitality Committee  

    The West Central Cluster of UU Congregations Invites You To - 
               
             The Seventh Annual All Cluster Picnic 
         Saturday, October 29, 2011 at 11:00 AM –  
    Hosted by Spirit of Life - Unitarian Universalists.  
       18412 Burrell Road, Odessa, Florida. Phone (813) 792-1622 
 

    Dining beneath the beautiful Pavilion. 
           Bring a Picnic dish to share. 

    Burgers, hot dogs, drinks and paper goods provided.  

UU 101 
 

UU1010 is a class explaining the basics of our value-based faith, major programs offered by UU St. Pete, and 
how we govern ourselves. 
 

Class will begin held at 12:40 pm on Sunday, October 23rd, after service in Conway Hall and last about 90 
minutes. A light lunch will be offered. If members want to attend, please bring a dish to share. Childcare 
offered upon request. Call our office at 727-898-3294 or office@uustpete.org to register.  

Health Fair 
 
There will be a Health Fair, Wednesday, October 19, 10:00 to 12:00, Gilmour Hall.  Free health screenings 
from many agencies.  Sponsored and organized by the Pastoral Care Ministry and Freedom Square.   
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UUSP Mission Statement 
	

“Providing a compassionate and welcoming community, inspiring spiritual and 
intellectual growth, and serving as a  beacon for social activism and service.” 


