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UUSP
Mission
Statement
“Providing a
compassionate and
welcoming
community,
inspiring spiritual
and intellectual
growth, and
serving as a
beacon for social
activism and
service.”

Isn’t it good to be here? Where else could you listen to music from Christian,
Buddhist, Hindu and Pagan traditions all on the same day? Where else could you read in one
program the wisdom of a Lakota Holy Man along side the words of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the 14th Dalai Lama? Where else could you openly discuss GLBT
equality, the existence of any God and the role of religion in politics all at the same coffee
hour?
Its part of the explosion of Unitarian Universalism that I hope will contribute to the
transformation of St. Petersburg and the planet. The message that our special place teaches is
that we have abundant potential. We are not inherently sinful, doomed to a hell unless some
higher authority gives us detailed answers to which we must submit and never question. We
are not weak and childlike, incapable of rising up to meet the many challenges life brings.
We have inherent dignity and worth, qualities that naturally inspire us to speak the truth in
love and to assist the cause of justice, if only we would pay attention. It helps us nurture and
develop the potential that life has given us. Not to give us the answers to life’s questions, but
to give us a loving community in which to follow our own conscience, help us come into the
integrity of our own answers. Not to protect us from the realities of suffering, but to move us
to engage social problems and do our best to make a difference in the world.
Unitarianism is a faith in the abundance of human potential to create unique lives of
wisdom derived from trusting our own deepest experiences. Universalism is a faith that
reminds us that we are held and supported by a Love that’s far greater than who we are as
individuals. And so, if we have been trying the best we can to solve the questions of life but,
at the end of the day feel that the answers we seek will always elude us, Universalism will
offer support…that’s the love side. Only in giving to another the hope of abundant love, does
our own joy become complete.
This message about abundant human potential has enabled us to think thoughts and
do deeds that other communities would have stifled or denied. This message about abundant
love that is larger than us as separate individuals has lifted us up and supported us in this
caring community. This message has encouraged active exploration of our spiritual depths,
opened us up to the riches of the world’s religions and of science, and invited us to be
creative in our religious lives.
Here in this special place, we come together to help raise wise and compassionate
children, to support each other in our spiritual journeys, to heal life's wounds, and celebrate
life's triumphs. We feed and clothe those without, champion causes for justice and peace,
provide a physical community in which to work and worship and offer support people to
guide and inspire. Yes…it’s that time of year…its pledge time. Money is that necessity that
drives our quest to make a better world. So I ask you to give in the same spirit and for the
same reasons we do all that we do in life…to bring Dignity, Meaning, Worth and Joy to all
our days. Waves of love, Jim
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President’s Column
Greetings from the Board
We’ve been talking a lot about “shared ministry” at UU Church of St. Petersburg. What does that
mean? For me, it means that UUSP is a place where I give my time, talents and treasure in order
to build a spiritual community that makes a difference in my life, in other individual
congregants’ lives, and in our broader community.
I spend from 15 to 20 hours during most weeks on church functions, including preparing for and
attending Board and Ministry meetings, writing and responding to emails and other
correspondence, and taking part in activities, such as ringing handbells, participating in a
Covenant group, and occasionally preparing and serving food at the Friday picnic. To these
activities, I bring my talents, including an ability to organize, to listen and synthesize a wide
range of viewpoints, to communicate effectively through writing, and to cook. I also offer my
treasure, through an annual pledge and other financial contributions.
I have found that the more I give, the more I receive in return….close friendships that spring
from an understanding of others after working through difficult issues; personal satisfaction in
seeing church accomplishments I have had a hand in bringing about; the reality of the inherent
worth and dignity of every individual that is so apparent while sharing food at the Picnic. These
are gifts that have helped me grow spiritually, that make me feel more connected to the universal
power of love and of life.
What excites you about UU St. Pete? What gifts do you have that can help spread that
excitement? If you can smile and say hello and have about 30 minutes a week to spare, you can
help greet guests on Sunday morning, potentially opening the door to a new community for those
who are searching for what our church offers. If you have a little over an hour each week and
love the energy of our young people, consider spending an occasional Sunday in the Religious
Education classes, passing on your life experiences to the next generation. I have lots of other
suggestions – just ask me or any other Board member and we’ll talk about ways your gifts can
enrich our community and your own spiritual journey.
There are some very practical gifts we cannot do without. It takes money to run any organization.
This month, the Board will begin developing a proposed budget for the church fiscal year that
begins July 1.
The Board has planned special meetings in the coming weeks to talk about the budget. The first
meeting, on Tuesday, Feb. 2, will begin at 7 pm. We’ll spend about one hour talking about
Ministers’ priorities, then switch to preliminary budgeting at about 8 pm. We’ll follow that with
another special Board meeting on Tuesday, March 2 at 7 pm; this meeting primarily will be
focused on the budget. All congregants are welcome to attend these special Board meetings as
well as any of the regularly scheduled Board meetings on the second Wednesday of each month.
Our next regular Board meeting will be Wednesday, Feb. 10 at 7 pm.
In recent years, about half of our budget has come from the financial pledges congregants make
during our annual Stewardship campaign. The budget for the upcoming year likely will rely more
heavily on pledges, as the financial contributions we have received for the past five years from a
generous Anonymous Donor are now ending. The Anonymous Donor believed we were a
community worth preserving. I hope each of us honors that trust by making a serious financial
commitment for the upcoming year.
In faith and service,
Margie Manning, President, Board of Trustees
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Keys To The Music Ministry (from a person of note)
In the Spring, we’ll once again present to the other half of the congregation (kidding!) an original musical with singing, acting and
this year…dancing! Entitled “WYUU,” this musical portrays an old time radio station (think 1930’s) in need of creating new acts to
boost attendance at a local UU church.
Featuring a huge cast with room for any and all who wish to participate, our members will transfer themselves into comedians
George Burns & Gracie Allen, Abbott & Costello, Groucho Marx, Bob Hope and Jack Benny. There will need folks to be musicians
such as Bing Crosby & Dorothy Lamour, the Andrews Sisters, the Wizard of UUz mUUnchkins.
We’ll need actors to star in serials such as Gene Autry’s the singing cowboy UU minister, the Shadow and UUperman. Anyone play
baseball? We need a Lou Gehrig to give a farewell address in a “You Were There” news flash. Don’t want to sing and dance but
want to have fun? The radio station needs a sound effects person, a popcorn vendor, a cue card holder, a station manager, a network
owner, a secretary and a janitor (who turns out to be the star of the show!).
Please let me know if you wish to join in the fun. Rehearsals begin on Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 in the music room.
Waves of love, Jim
Schedule:
Children’s Choir
Handbell Ringers
Adult Choir
Musical

Rehearses Sundays
10:20
Rehearses Thursdays
6:15
Rehearses Thursdays
7:00
Rehearsals begin February 4

Sanctuary
Music Room
Sanctuary

Gilmour Gadflies Wants YOU
WHO ARE WE: We are members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Saint Petersburg.
WHAT DO WE DO: To put it simply we eat. We go out as a group once a month (normally the third Sunday of each month)
and have a no host dinner. We laugh, we talk (not about church), we get to know each other .
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST: Whatever you eat and drink. We all get separate checks and pay for our own. No Membership
but having a fun time is required.
HOW DO I BECOME PART OF THE FUN: Make a reservation
AT LEAST A WEEK IN ADVANCE
(if your plans change please let us know we call in a count to the restaurant by Tuesday before the event)
By Calling: ALLEN BECKER (727)341-1511
DEAN ROBINSON (727) 322-8028
Emailing: Allen Becker at alspasadena@gmail.com
Signing up with Allen at a Gadflies event or at Church
We need your name and the number of people coming.
WHERE DO WE GO: Everywhere you can imagine Scheduled restaurants coming up all at 6:30 pm
February 28, 2010
Casa Tina
365 Main Street
Dunedin, FL
www.casatinas.com
March 21, 2010
Red Mesa Cantina
128 3rd Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL
http://www.redmesacantina.com/
April 18, 2010
Yummy House
2202 West Waters Avenue
Tampa, FL 33604-2741
(813) 915-2828 (no web page)

June 20, 2010
Beak’s Old Florida
2451 Central Avenue
St Petersburg, FL 33713-8846
(727) 321-9100
www.beaksoldflorida.com
May 16, 2010
Bubba Gump Shrimp
185 Boardwalk Place West
Madeira Beach, FL 33708
(727) 397-4867
www.bubbagump.com

Come be a part of intoxicating mix of people and great conversation. It is always a fun mix of people.
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This calendar is taken directly from the UU Saint Petersburg website. Everyone should consult the website calendar
frequently for updates and changes. We recommend that group leade..rs and committee chairs check all the information
pertaining to there groups to ascertain accuracy.
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UUA Trustee Tidbits
Joan Lund, February 2010

Group Contacts

There is always information to be written about governing as a board using the Carver
Policy Governance method. Although both the Florida District Board and the UUA Board
of Trustees (BOT) studied and were trained in Carver PG, the UUA BOT has adapted much
of what is appropriate in policy governance as we govern on your behalf. The BOT has
begun to tackle more deeply the issues on whose behalf we govern and to whom we are
accountable.

Building & Grounds
Fred Russell

For the readers of this column it may be good to understand certain aspects of policy
governance which are affecting the deliberations, decisions, and operation of the BOT. It is
necessary to clarify who the “owners”, also known as one of our Sources, are in our
governance structure. Owners are all those UUs who are the people on whose behalf the
BOT determines the Ends: the benefits being produced, for whom at what cost. Owners in
our Association are the congregations. An owner is sometimes perceived as a “customer”
when requesting services from the District and/or UUA Staff. The use of the term
“stakeholders”, who are not “owners”, refers to those who have an interest in our
Association and includes employees and other UU organizations. The time frame and
expected results for owners are long-term, involves the big picture and future returns. For
customers expectations are much more short term. The connections our UUA has with our
owners and customers are very different.
The BOT will govern with an emphasis on outward vision, an encouragement of diversity
in viewpoints, strategic leadership, a clear distinction between the roles of the BOT and
President, collective decisions, the future, pro-activity, and an open, transparent process.
Our primary focus will be linkage with our congregations in a process of engaging the
relational, cooperative power of covenant. The work of the BOT in connecting with
congregations will not be “telling” or “reporting” but rather “listening” to perspectives
regarding needs and what benefits our UUA should produce, be accountable, and let you
know what is being achieved.
The BOT will be concerned with congregational values and who in the congregation speaks
for these values. This will help determine the values of future generations of UUs. The
BOT may involve itself in the history and theology of UUism to be sure the values inherent
in our UU traditions and heritage are understood. We will be involved with much
questioning and researching.

Care Ministry
Rev. Alec Craig
Children’s Religious
Education
Morgan Gresham 327-6075
Ministry on
Ministry (MOM)
Michael Howard 424-2009
Communications Working
Group
Morgan Gresham 327-6075
Finance
Hospitality Team
Cheryl MacNeill 323-1439
Membership
Music
Jim Culver 616-318-4664
Personnel
Scope
Peter Schultes 898-3294
Social Justice
GBLT Subcommittee
Homeless Subcommittee
Reggie Craig 631-1031
Migrant Subcommittee
Karen Coale 898-8038
Worship Ministry
Pat Robinson 418-7004
Yoga
Vandana Dillon 896-5856

Hopefully in March I will be able to write about the method of selection that will identify a
random sample from a variety of representative groups, perhaps determined by
congregation size and location. Our linkage focus will be “right relationship” between the
BOT and its member congregations in their role as Sources. Stay tuned…and let me hear
from you: jlund@uua.org or 813-931-9727.

CBS Opinion
Five years ago, CBS rejected an ad from the United Churches of Christ, deeming that their message - that the church would accept
all people - was too controversial. Now, they will be airing an ad during the Super Bowl from Focus on the Family - a group that
firmly stands against a woman's right to choose - featuring Tim Tebow, the University of Florida football star and carrying a
distinctly anti-abortion message. Integrity demands that CBS publicly offer the United Church of Christ the opportunity they were
wrongly denied in December 2004, and give them the chance to buy an ad slot during the Super Bowl to advertise their acceptance
of all people, or reject Focus on the Family's ad.
What can you do:
Contact CBS audsvcs@cbs.com and demand they either refuse to air the Focus on the Family ad or allow the United Church of
Christ the opportunity to show their ad which advertises their acceptance of all people
Contact your local CBS station http://www.wtsp.com
Sign the Change.org petition http://www.change.org/actions/view/
tell_cbs_reject_focus_on_the_family_ad_or_accept_united_church_of_christ_ad
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Greetings from your Migrant/Immigrant Ministry
National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month
President Obama’s proclamation states, in part: “The United States was founded on the principle that all people are born with an
unalienable right to freedom -- an ideal that has driven the engine of American progress throughout our history. As a Nation, we
have known moments of great darkness and greater light. Yet even today, the darkness and inhumanity of enslavement exists.
Millions of people worldwide are held in compelled service, as well as thousands within the United States.
... Fighting modern slavery and human trafficking is a shared responsibility. This month, I urge all Americans to educate themselves
about all forms of modern slavery… Together, we can and must end this most serious, ongoing criminal civil rights violation."
And a way to educate yourself about that fight -- please take a few minutes to view the Fair Food Project at www.fairfoodproject.org
-- a sobering yet uplifting multimedia presentation promoting a more socially just food system in the U.S. It was created by
California Institute for Rural Studies and Rick Nahmias Photography.
Through the stories and voices of farmworkers, growers, businesses and fair food advocates, learn about the harsh realities of
farmworker conditions and, more importantly, the promise of improved farm labor practices in American agriculture. The growing
movement for “fair food” is tapping into rising consumer demand for food produced in accordance with their values.
Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) - PUBLIX Campaign
The CIW continues its campaign asking PUBLIX to purchase winter tomatoes from growers who pay a fair wage and adhere to
safety conditions in the fields. On January 21st members of UU St Pete demonstrated with the CIW and other congregations at the
grand opening of new Publix in Pinellas Park.
We need your help. Please drop off a signed letter with the PUBLIX manager each time you shop. Sample letters are available
Sunday’s after service at the Social Justice table – or email Karen at kcoale@tampabay.rr.com for an electronic copy.
Outreach to Farmworker Families
On a very cold January day we visited three migrant worker camps -- bringing children’s clothing. Our bins are now quite depleted –
especially sizes 6 thru 10 for both boys and girls. Please place your donations of new or gently used children’s clothing in Conway
Hall.
We will be returning to the camps on February 6th and then again on March 6th – and we need volunteers. It is a very moving
experience. To sign-up to go -- visit the Social Justice table after service or contact Karen.
Food for Our Immigrant Families – THANK YOU
Your generous donations on January 17th have been taken to Martina and her son Alan. Originally from Mexico they originally
settled in North Carolina. However to escape an abusive situation they relocated to Florida. With this economy it has been
challenging for Maria to find work. Your caring thoughtfulness has lightened their load. They are most grateful.
Social Justice Collections – Clothing Drop Off Place Has Moved
Mark your calendars and bring your donations.
Non perishable Food – 1st and 3rd Sundays (Adopted Immigrant Families in February)
Share the Plate – 4th Sunday of the month
The collection point for donated new and gently used clothing is now in Conway Hall – in the first room on your right. Please look
for the new signs and bins to place your donations in.
We only collect clothing for homeless men and the children of farmworkers. The Homeless Ministry also collects toiletries. So
please keep this in mind – as you sort donations to bring to the Church.
Look for the large green arrow. Place men’s clothing and toiletries to the right, and children’s clothing on the left. Thanks for your
help. If you have women’s clothing or household items or linens, we suggest that you take them to one of the following
organizations:
CASA
1011 1st Ave N
895-4912

Family Village
YWCA
Corner of 6th Ave S & 4t St
655 2nd Ave S
behind St Mary’s Church 565-4492

UUSP - 95 years PASTa-FUTURE FESTA
Love our Past – Shape our Future The Friday Covenant Group invites the
Members and friends of our congregation to a Family-style Spaghetti Supper Launching our 2010-2011 Stewardship
Drive Saturday, February 6, 2010 UUSP, 6 P.M.
RSVP: OFFICE@UUSTPETE.ORG by February 1 BYOB of wine
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Happenings and Events
Come Take A Walk With Us

Celebrations
February Birthdays
7th Pete Mullendore
15th Geneva Nelson
23rd Jean Powell

We are a group of women who get together Monday mornings at 11:30 to take an easy 40
minute walk on the beach or in one of our many local parks and then go to lunch at a local
restaurant. We welcome any woman who would like to join us for friendship, exercise and
nourishment. If you work and would like to join us on a snow day off or if you have
company who would like to get together with other women we would like to meet you.
Call the church office 898-3294 for more information.

Welcome New Members
Pastoral Care
Our Pastoral Care minister Alec
Craig has office hours each
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.
Please call the office to schedule an
appointment 727-898-3294.
However, the Rev. Alec is available
all times at his home phone number
727-393-3499, for pastoral care.

We had two folks sign the membership book on January 24. Please welcome them to our
community;

Liz Gerdnic and Helga Reaves
Volunteers For Beacon House Would you like to join other members of our congregation as a Beacon House
volunteer? On the second and fourth Monday of each month from 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. UU
St. Pete members serve supper to anyone who is hungry at the soup kitchen at Beacon
House Homeless Men's Shelter in St. Petersburg. In recent months numbers have risen as
more and more people can't make ends meet, have lost jobs and/or have become homeless
in our community. If you're interested in helping, please contact Pat Yochim.

The Banner Project
The Banner Ladies are back at work ready to finish the project. We have "Justice” ready for the west wall by the
Juliet balcony and will start work on the final banner next week. We will meet Thursdays after choir practice.

Awaken Yoga Intro To Yoga
Weds, January 6 – Feb 19, 2010 7:30pm – 8:45pm

A beginning workshop to stretch the body, relax the mind and reduce stress. Learn basic postures, breathing techniques,
and conscious relaxation and see if yoga is calling you! This six-week workshop will prepare you for Awaken Yoga’s
Open Level class. To register please fill out the form available in the office or from Vanda completely and make your
check out to Awaken Yoga Center for $50.00 (non-refundable). Missed classes will not be able to be made up - please
do not miss more than one class.

"The Vagina Monologues"
The Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater Players will present "The Vagina Monologues," by Eve Ensler, on Friday,
February 5th at 7:00 p.m. The production will be at Studio@620, 620 1st St. South in downtown St. Petersburg. This
funny, moving, and thoroughly entertaining play explores women's feelings about their bodies and their sexuality. It
features members of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Clearwater, and we are especially interested in having
members of UU St. Petersburg join us for the evening. This production, for one night only, is a co-fundraiser between
the Studio@620 and the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater. A portion of the proceeds will also go to the Haven, the
domestic abuse shelter. Tickets are $12 and can be purchased on-line at studio620.org. For mature audiences only. For
questions or more information, please call Charlotte at 596-7376.

Women’s Forum
This month Laurie Clement will make a presentation on her trip to Cuba. All women are invited. Women’s Forum meets
every 3rd Wednesday of the month. We usually have a potluck at the church at 6:00 and a program at 7:00. We welcome
any woman who is interested in getting together with like-minded women. Call Betsy Filz for information, or contact the
office at 727-898-3294.

“May your life preach more loudly than your lips.”
William Ellery Channing
Unitarian Universalist Church
of Saint Petersburg
719 Arlington Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL
33701-3621

